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BOOKS

The Power of Maturity, Louis Binstock, Hawthorne
Books, Inc., 70 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y., 1969,
179 pages.
Although more a treatise on the ideals and values
of social and emotional maturity than a guide to
attaining it, this book is very readable and stimulating.
It defines maturity, then tells what it is not,
and then lists "ten pillars of maturity." The ten:
reality, flexibility, independence, responsibility, confidence, control, purpose, love, patience, and hope.
The major portion of the book is about you and
the various relationships that may be wholesome
and rewarding with maturity, or problematic and
disappointing without. Some chapter headings:
"You and the Inner You"; "You and Your Spouse";
"You and Your Child"; "You and Your Livelihood"; "You and Your Happiness."
Its closing chapter, which presents a series of
personal analyses for appraising one's own maturity
quotient, appeared in the March, 1970, issue of
Reader's Digest.
Louis Binstock, of Chicago's Temple Sholom, is
a noted personal counselor. His Jewish viewpoint
is often evident, especially in the illustrations he
uses, but his inclusion of New Testament quotations and Christian principles is remarkable.
I consider the book especially valuable to pastors for the comprehensive and perceptive treatment of home relationships in the chapters on
"You and Your Spouse" and "You and Your
Child"—something excellent to lend to people
groping for solutions.
CHARLES R. BEELER
The Christian Life and Salvation. Donald G.
Bloesch, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1967, $3.50.
The relationship of the Christian life to salvation is the theme of this book. While the author
deals with all the tenses of salvation, i.e., the past,
the present, and the future, he is concerned to
emphasize especially the present tense in this
volume.
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In emphasizing the relationship of the Christian life to the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, he
is careful to avoid the always present danger of
legalism. On the other hand, he feels it is inadequate simply to speak of the past work of Christ.
Salvation he sees as a paradox in which there is
a coincidence of divine and human freedom. On
the one hand, God alone is not the actor, and on
the other hand, man does not achieve his salvation by working alongside of God. "It is not
Christ in and of Himself but Christ in man who
accomplishes our salvation; it is effectuated not
by the independent or autonomous man who works
with Christ but by the Spirit-empowered man, the
man in Christ."—Page 129.
This book is of interest to Adventists because
the author's emphasis has been our emphasis. The
necessity of obedience, or as he expresses it, the
carrying of the cross, has been an important emphasis in Adventist theology. We can learn how
to express ourselves to avoid the charge of legalism.
The weakest section in this work is that dealing
with the problem of death and hell in the chapter
on future salvation.
SAKAE Kuno
I Stand by the Door, Helen Smith Shoemaker,
Word Books, Waco, Texas, 1967, 220 pages, $4.95.
I Stand by the Door portrays the life of Sam
Shoemaker. There are few men who have touched
the lives of as many people as did he, and with
the same results. As a minister and a man he
stands head and shoulders above many who classify
themselves the same. An acquaintance with his
life is a rather traumatic experience for any man
engaged in the gospel ministry but will prove
very profitable.
This book cannot be taken lightly. Its title describes a man who sees himself as a door through
which men walk when they find God. It will cause
a man to compare his life with this spiritual giant
and will lead him to carefully examine his own
motivations and relationship to the pastoral call.
This biographical sketch of the life of Sam
Shoemaker gives illustration and power to the
driving force behind him—a love of personal religious work. When he speaks of letting the parish
work steal all your time, no minister is in doubt
of what he is describing. But his life demonstrates
the ability to overcome that hurdle and develop
a ministry shaped to the individual. Every Adventist
minister should study what this man accomplished
in his life.
Sam's wife, Helen Smith Shoemaker, has done
a superb job of writing the story of this man's life
while at the same time giving her personal insights
into what made him such a great power. The accomplishments of his ministry stagger the imagination, but the methods of his work are available
to all. No one can read this book and remain the
same person.
DARYL L. Ocus
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